The effect of changes in caries prevalence on oral health promotion--the United Kingdom experience.
Caries reductions have occurred in the majority of industrialised nations but the impact of these changes in dental disease on oral health promotion activity is not clear. A pilot study recorded the views of members of the Oral Health Promotion Research Group on how they had modified their approach to the task of providing appropriate oral health promotion. Two thirds stated that the caries reductions were not evident in the populations they served and the remainder were able to target interventions more accurately following the decline in caries. This pilot study has highlighted the fact that caries reductions are not universal and the reasons why some groups in society have not achieved a 'dental health gain' requires further investigation.